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This document contains 4 different templates for the research proposal. The templates differ by funding area. 

Please choose the respective part of the document for your research proposal 
- and delete the other parts.

A. Daylight Research
B. Healthy Ageing 
C. Forestry
D. Ophthalmology in LMICs




Please address each point. The text should be written for scientific experts and contain enough detail and references for the reviewers to evaluate your proposal. The methods section should especially provide enough details for an expert to check the feasibility of the approach.
Page limit: The main part of the research proposal (Point 1. Abstract – 8./9. Governance) should fit on 15 pages. Please use at least 11pt. font.
Note that further important information is asked on the web portal, for example the impact statement. Please refer to the application factsheet for all information that needs to be provided in the application process.




A. [bookmark: A_Daylight_HealthyAgeing]Research proposal template for Daylight Research





Research proposal





Project title (provide clear and concise title, max. 250 characters)


from


Please insert academic title, first name, last name and institution of the PI.



to

VELUX STIFTUNG
Kirchgasse 42
8001 Zürich
Switzerland












Research proposal for Daylight Research (written for the scientific experts)

Table of content: 
Please insert the table of content of your research proposal

Abstract (max. 300 words, do not use abbreviations)
[bookmark: _Toc52891837]Introduction
· Statement of the problem and its significance
· Background, state of the art, state of own research
[bookmark: _Toc52891838]Research / project question or hypothesis
· Overall objective
· Specific aims
· Please make sure you specify novelty & originality of your research question / of your project goals
[bookmark: _Toc52891839]Research / project design and methods
· Type of study, experimental design. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk156579425]For studies with human participants investigating the non-visual effects of light, please describe the ocular light characteristics using the ENLIGHT checklist if applicable. The completed checklist should be uploaded as ‘other project relevant files’ in the web portal in step 8.
· Sample size, selection of sample, source of data, power analysis
· Data collection methods. Provide details on the methodology (if necessary, add an appendix as ‘other project relevant files’ in the web portal in step 8).
· Data analysis strategies. Provide the necessary details.
[bookmark: _Toc52891840]Strengths and weaknesses of the project
· Mechanisms to ensure quality of the project, control of bias, safe storage of data, etc.
· Risk assessment and contingency plan
[bookmark: _Toc52891841]Project plan
· Provide a chart to visualize your project plan & time schedule preferentially in the style of a Gantt chart
· Include project goals and yearly milestones 
· Formulate your goals and milestones using SMART criteria
· Specify who will do what in the work packages or tasks
[bookmark: _Toc52891842]Role of all involved project partners and collaborators
· Please explain and specify the role of all involved project partners, including collaborators 
· Responsibilities of PI and Co-PIs within the project plan
· Role of academic collaborators
· Role of other collaborators, e.g., stakeholders
Note that the collaborators need to be listed in step 3 in the web portal.

Governance
· How will the financial and scientific management be coordinated? Who will be in charge? 
Note that approved amounts will only be transferred to the PI’s institution, which will be responsible to transfer the adequate amounts to the collaborative institutions.
· What is the process for making decisions on scientific direction?
· How will data sharing and communication among investigators be organized?
· What is the procedure for resolving conflicts in the collaboration?
Institutional set-up 
· Existing infrastructure: premises, equipment, communication office, etc.
[bookmark: _Toc52891843]Information about the PI’s organisation or institution
· Only in the case of non-university institutions. 
· For non-governmental organizations specify the ownership and beneficiaries and provide a proof of your tax exemption under ‘other project relevant files’ in the web portal in step 8.
References
[bookmark: _Toc52891844][bookmark: _Hlk156478534]


B. [bookmark: B_Healthy_Ageing]Research proposal template for Healthy Ageing





Research proposal





Project title (provide clear and concise title, max. 250 characters)


from


Please insert academic title, first name, last name and institution of the PI.



to

VELUX STIFTUNG
Kirchgasse 42
8001 Zürich
Switzerland












Research proposal for Healthy Ageing (written for the scientific experts)

Table of content: 
Please insert the table of content of your research proposal

1. Abstract (max. 300 words, do not use abbreviations)
Introduction
· Statement of the problem and its significance
· Background, state of the art, state of own research
Research / project question or hypothesis
· Overall objective
· Specific aims
· Please make sure you specify novelty & originality of your research question / of your project goals
Research / project design and methods
· Type of study, experimental design
· Sample size, selection of sample, source of data, power analysis
· Data collection methods. Provide details on the methodology (if necessary, add an appendix as ‘other project relevant files’ in the web portal in step 8).
· Data analysis strategies. Provide the necessary details.
Strengths and weaknesses of the project
· Mechanisms to ensure quality of the project, control of bias, safe storage of data, etc.
· Risk assessment and contingency plan
Project plan
· Provide a chart to visualize your project plan & time schedule preferentially in the style of a Gantt chart
· Include project goals and yearly milestones 
· Formulate your goals and milestones using SMART criteria
· Specify who will do what in the work packages or tasks
Role of all involved project partners and collaborators
· Please explain and specify the role of all involved project partners, including collaborators 
· Responsibilities of PI and Co-PIs within the project plan
· Role of academic collaborators
· Role of other collaborators, e.g., stakeholders
Note that the collaborators need to be listed in step 3 in the web portal.
Governance
· How will the financial and scientific management be coordinated? Who will be in charge? 
Note that approved amounts will only be transferred to the PI’s institution, which will be responsible to transfer the adequate amounts to the collaborative institutions.
· What is the process for making decisions on scientific direction?
· How will data sharing and communication among investigators be organized?
· What is the procedure for resolving conflicts in the collaboration?
Institutional set-up 
· Existing infrastructure: premises, equipment, communication office, etc.
Information about the PI’s organisation or institution
· Only in the case of non-university institutions. 
· For non-governmental organizations specify the ownership and beneficiaries and provide a proof of your tax exemption under ‘other project relevant files’ in the web portal in step 8.

References




C. [bookmark: B_Forestry]Research proposal template for Forestry





Research proposal





Project title (provide clear and concise title, max. 250 characters)


from


Please insert academic title, first name, last name and institution of the PI.



to

VELUX STIFTUNG
Kirchgasse 42
8001 Zürich
Switzerland











Research proposal for Forestry (written for the scientific experts)

Table of content: 
Please insert the table of content of your research proposal

1. Abstract (max. 300 words, do not use abbreviations)
Introduction
· Statement of the problem and its significance
· Background, state of the art, state of own research / work
· Short statement on the implications of project results for the targeted stakeholder group  
(The first point refers to Relevance, the third point refers to Potential for change and Transfer potential in step 4 on the web portal).
Research / project question or hypothesis
· Overall objective
· Specific aims
· Please make sure you specify novelty & originality of your research question / of your project goals
· Scalability
Research / project design and methods
· Type of study, experimental design
· Multi-, inter- or transdisciplinarity of your approach
· Sample size, selection of sample, source of data, power analysis
· Data collection methods. Provide details on the methodology (if necessary, add an appendix as ‘other project relevant files’ in the web portal in step 8).
· Data analysis strategies. Provide the necessary details.
Strengths and weaknesses of the project
· Mechanisms to ensure quality of the project, control of bias, safe storage of data, etc.
· Risk assessment and contingency plan
Project plan
· Provide a chart to visualize your project plan & time schedule preferentially in the style of a Gantt chart
· Include project goals and yearly milestones 
· Formulate your goals and milestones using SMART criteria
· Specify who will do what in the work packages or tasks
· Specify the tasks you plan for
· Knowledge transfer (equivalent to at least 10% of the requested budget)
· Stakeholder engagement
Role of all involved project partners and collaborators
· Please explain and specify the role of all involved project partners, including collaborators 
· Responsibilities of PI and Co-PIs within the project plan 
· Role of academic collaborators
· Role of other collaborators, e.g., stakeholders
Note that the collaborators need to be listed in step 3 in the web portal.

Governance
· How will the financial and scientific management be coordinated? Who will be in charge? 
Note that approved amounts will only be transferred to the PI’s institution, which will be responsible to transfer the adequate amounts to the collaborative institutions.
· What is the process for making decisions on scientific direction?
· How will data sharing and communication among investigators be organized?
· What is the procedure for resolving conflicts in the collaboration?
Institutional set-up 
· Existing infrastructure: premises, equipment, communication office, etc.
Information about the PI’s organisation or institution
· Only in the case of non-university institutions. 
· For non-governmental organizations specify the ownership and beneficiaries and provide a proof of your tax exemption under ‘other project relevant files’ in the web portal in step 8.

References



D. [bookmark: C_Ophthalmology]Research proposal template for Ophthalmology in LMICs





Research proposal





Project title (provide clear and concise title, max. 250 characters)


from


Please insert academic title, first name, last name and institution of the PI.



to

VELUX STIFTUNG
Kirchgasse 42
8001 Zürich
Switzerland











Research proposal for Ophthalmology in LMICs (written for the scientific experts)

Table of content: 
Please insert the table of content of your research proposal

1. Abstract (max. 300 words, do not use abbreviations)
Introduction
· Statement of the problem and its significance
· Background, state of the art in the literature, state of own research
Research / project question or hypothesis
· Overall objective
· Specific aims
· Please make sure you specify novelty & originality of your research question / of your project goals
Research / project design and methods (if applicable)
· Type of study, experimental design
· Sample size, selection of sample, source of data, power analysis
· Data collection methods. Provide details on the methodology (if necessary, add an appendix as ‘other project relevant files’ in the web portal in step 8).
· Data analysis strategies. Provide the necessary details. 
Institutional research capacity strengthening
Institutional research capacity strengthening is mandatory in all applications (refer to the call for proposals for more details). Other types of research capacity strengthening (e.g. at the individual level) are also welcome. 
· A detailed description of the proposed measures (including their timing and the person responsible for their implementation, if this is staff still to be recruited, please provide the desired qualification profile), when are they planned in the project and how.
· The expected effects on the local research environment (regarding e.g. scientific quality and output, funding volume, reputation, leadership, resources, networking and collaboration possibilities, governance structures, training of students, perspectives of young academics…) 
· How will the planned measures be embedded in the existing institutional environment?
· A development plan for the long-term sustainability of the enacted changes
· For LMIC-HIC partnerships: Fairness of the proposed measured and enacted changes (please refer to the Research Fairness Initiative).
Strengths and weaknesses of the project
· Mechanisms to ensure quality of the project, control of bias, safe storage of data, etc.
· Risk assessment and contingency plan
Project plan
· Provide a chart to visualize your project plan & time schedule preferentially in the style of a Gantt chart
· Include project goals and yearly milestones (also for institutional research capacity strengthening)
· Formulate your goals and milestones using SMART criteria
· Specify who will do what in the work packages or tasks
Role of all involved project partners and collaborators
· Please explain and specify the role of all involved project partners, including collaborators 
· Responsibilities of PI and Co-PIs within the project plan
· Role of academic collaborators
· Role of other collaborators, e.g., stakeholders
Governance
As the foundation wishes to support fair and equal partnerships with low- and middle-income countries (see these guidelines as orientation), please provide a governance plan addressing:
· How will the financial and scientific management be coordinated? Who will be in charge? 
Note that approved amounts will only be transferred to the PI’s institution, which will be responsible to transfer the adequate amounts to the collaborative institutions.
· What is the process for making decisions on scientific direction?
· How will data sharing and communication among investigators be organized?
· What is the procedure for resolving conflicts in the collaboration?
· Longer term plans for the collaboration (if applicable)
· Are there any governmental, NGO- or private influences, interests, claims or rights in the involved institutions and their work? Please specify.
Institutional set-up 
· Existing infrastructure: premises, equipment, communication office, etc.
Information about the PI’s organisation or institution
· Only in the case of non-university institutions. 
· For non-governmental organizations specify the ownership and beneficiaries and provide a proof of your tax exemption under ‘other project relevant files’ in the web portal in step 8.
References
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